42                 FIRE HAZAKD IN USE  OF CUTTING OIL
The chief function of kerosene is as a diluent to reduce
the viscosity of the cutting oil. This object can be attained
by using the proper amount of light spindle oil, or in ex-
treme cases by adding 300-degree fire test oil. In no cases,
it is believed, should oil for general cutting purposes have
a fire point of less than 300 degrees F., and in the great
majority of cases it can be higher. That the use of kero-
sene can be eliminated is shown by the fact that since this
investigation was started, a number of shops have, without
interfering with the efficiency of their plants, given up the
use of kerosene.